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DG Interconnection Toolkit
• A Business and Contract Guide for Interconnection (UPDATED) to 

help cooperatives and their employees move smoothly through 
the interconnection process.

• Consumer Guidelines for Interconnection (UPDATED) to educate 
consumers about the interconnection process.

• A Model Interconnection Application (UPDATED) to be filled out 
by consumers interested in installing their own generation.

• A Model Short Form Interconnection Contract (UPDATED) for 
consumers installing DG units at < 10 kW capacity. 

• A Model Long Form Interconnection Contract (UPDATED) for 
consumers installing DG units with a capacity of 10 kW to 10 MW.

• A DG Rates Manual (UPDATED) to help each cooperative think 
through the issues required to design a rate that meets that 
cooperative’s specific goals; and,

• A Technical Application Guide (UPDATED) that provides rules of 
thumb that engineers at each cooperative can apply to develop 
detailed technical interconnection requirements that work for their 
system.

https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/nf3569draft06a.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/custguideRv2.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/custguideRv2.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/ApplicationRv2_031802.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/ApplicationRv2_031802.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/APPENDIXA-1_Rv1_031102.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/APPENDIXA-1_Rv1_031102.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/AppendixARv1_031102.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/AppendixARv1_031102.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGRatesManual.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGRatesManual.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGApplicationGuide-Final.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGApplicationGuide-Final.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGWhitepaper.pdf


DG Interconnection Toolkit

• Distributed Generation White Paper (UPDATED) 
Properly planned and operated DG can provide consumers 
and society with a wide variety of benefits, including 
economic savings, improved environmental performance, 
and greater reliability. The interconnection of DG with the 
electric grid continues to pose genuine safety and reliability 
risks and could also pose an economic risk to some electric 
utilities and their consumers. NRECA in this white paper 
seeks to provide an objective view of DG's potential. 

• Net Metering White Paper (UPDATED)
Net metering policies require utilities to pay self-generating 
consumers retail price for wholesale power. As a result, net 
metering can raise the cost of power for all of the utility's 
other consumers. Therefore, NRECA supports policies that 
encourage renewable energy without shift costs between 
consumers. 

• Feed-In Tariffs Issue Paper

https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/DGWhitepaper.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/NetMetering.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/resources/DistributedGeneration/NetMetering.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/general/documents/PublicPolicy/FeedinTariffTPs.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/documents/PublicPolicy/FeedinTariffTPs.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/documents/PublicPolicy/FeedinTariffTPs.doc
https://www.cooperative.com/general/documents/PublicPolicy/FeedinTariffTPs.doc






Cooperative Obligations

• Legal requirements under PURPA

• Self-governance

• Member satisfaction 



Seven Co-op Case Studies

• Geographic range and range in turbine size 

(1.5 kW to 65 kW)

• Review cost-benefits from co-op and 

consumer-member

• Key takeaway: importance of maintaining an 

open dialogue and striking an agreement that 

works for all parties



Case Studies



Ten Frequently Asked Questions






